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HOOF IN MOUTH GAZETTE 

Editorôs Message 

We missed you! The attendance for the June show 

was down a little, but I am sure that July will make 

up for it. 

Need a tune-up for the upcoming Venture and 

Pomona shows? Want to enjoy some friendly 

competition? Want to add to your year end point 

total? Heck, just want to have some fun on a 

Sunday?  Come join us in July! 

I would like to add a special welcome to our new 

sponsor Tom Sofra and the many new members 

who have joined Saddle & Harness this year. Our 

club continues to grow and change in direct 

response to our memberôs interests. Please 

participate, talk to a board member about the god 

and bad or come to a meeting. Itôs your club lets us 

know what you want. 

Let us not forget our fantastic team of volunteers 

and their continued excellence in putting on our 

shows. To all members our staff are volunteers, so 

please be kind! 

Please Pre-enter 

Pre-registering by mail for S&H shows does help 

the show committee. It also saves you and the 

committee time on show day and saves you money! 

Pre-registration is only $6 per class, show day is $7 

per class.  

If you pre-register and for any reason you can not 

make the show your check will not be cashed and 

will be returned or credited to the next show, your 

option. 

Pre-registration will be accepted by mail anytime 

prior to the Wednesday preceding the show. Just 

send your show premium or a listing of the classes 

you want to participate in to: 

Saddle & Harness Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box 7862 

Norco, CA 92860 

Ju ly ,  2009 

Vo lume 1 ,  Issue  6 

Saddle & Harness 

Open Show 

July 26th 
Judge: Jean & JoAnne Acker 

Join us and spend some quality 

time with youôre equine. 

Be there! 
Please Pre-enter by mail 

Show premiums and 2009 Rules available on line  

at http://saddlenharness.org/forms/ 
Class fees are $7 per class on show day. 

Class fees are $6 per class if you pre-enter 

 

Support our new food vendor;  

Great food at reasonable prices 
Saulôs Kitchen 

 
 

Monthly Board meeting 
August 13th, 7 to 9 pm. 
Norco Fire Department 

(Corner of Sixth Street and Hillside) 
Please plan to attend (no food or drink). 

Minutes of the meetings are posted on the website 

 

http://saddlenharness.org/forms/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wine Country and Donkeys? 
Several Saddle and Harness members (with diminutive 

longears) ventured north to Sonoma County 

Fairgrounds, in Santa Rosa, where they competed in the 

Wine Country Miniature Donkey Classic, on June 27 and 

28. This was a NMDA (National Miniature Donkey 

Assoc.) sanctioned show with more than 80 competitors. 

The experience gained from the saddle and harness 

shows was well evident as Janella Denny won many 

ribbons in the green division showing and driving Rusty. 

Jordan and Carson also represented the club well in the 

youth and sub-youth divisions. 

 

The highlight of the show for Janella was winning first 

place in Pleasure Driving in a field of fifteen. Janella 

prepared well for this event; newly powder coated pin-

stripped and upholstered cart, new outfit, and new hat. 

As they announced the placing you saw Janella jump in 

her seat and other competitors in ring said you could 

hear her squeal. Congratulations Janella. 

 

Carson was not very happy that he had to compete in the 

sub-youth division and only had two classes. He did 

place in both classes, but wantsô it to be known that ñI 
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am not a baby and I donôt like baby classes!ò 

 

Jordan did very well in both the in-hand and driving 

classes. He did great in the Pleasure Driving. But 

sometimes Carnival proved a little too much donkey 

for him in the speed events. 

 

I did better than I expected. This year Carnival who is 

not typically a jumper took first in Coon Jumping 

clearing 34 inches. For the second year he also took 

first in the stakes class. He was full of energy and 

ready to roll. I lost it in the pole bending when I 

couldnôt keep up and missed a pole. Overall he did 

very well finishing third in high points for open 

geldings. 

Hundred plus temperatures will make a donkey show 

a true athelete event especially for in-hand jumping 

and the run the course twice back to back (Iôm 

getting too old for this stuff). 
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Karen Finds The Mother Lode!  
 

 
 

North seemed to be a popular direction for S&H 

members in June. Karen Poly attended the Nevada 

County Fair Mother Lode Horse Show in Grass 

Valley. This is a CSHA Region III Approved show.  

Karen reports that ñRain was the big winner, 

winning both the money classes (Ladies to Drive 

and Open Working). This was a 3-peat for the Open 

class. The name Desert Rain will appear one more 

time on the perpetual trophy.ò 

Karen wrote: ñIt's such a beautiful fair grounds. It's 

the same place where they hold the Draft Horse 

Classic. I have made it a must-go for the past 5 

years. All day driving show on Friday, Hunter / 

Jumper on Saturday and Halter / Western on 

Sunday. We camp under the trees and eat dinner at 

the Owl. Yummiest food in town. ñ 

http://yubanet.com/regional/Nevada-County-Fairgrounds-

Mother-Lode-Horse-Show-Results.php 

 

I Have A Pair!  
by Jennifer Schmitz 

 

Well.. Itôs been 3 years in the planning and we 

finally got Manny (my 7 year old gelding) ready 

and willing and hitched him to Wyatt for the first 

time on Tuesday... It's truly been a team effort. I 

bought Manny 3 years ago for his color and style 

because I thought he'd be a good match for Wyatt, 

my husband's gelding. My sole purpose was to get 

him to be a matched driving pair for Wyatt. There 

were a few bumps along the long road and the idea 

was almost scratched. But, we labored on towards 

the goal. There were a few tense moments, but after 

that, it's been smooth sailing for the pair-- with Leo 

along as the driver, of course! We are so grateful to 

our special friend and fellow driving enthusiast and 

amazing trainer for taking the time to teach us and 

our horses so much in the few years we have known 

him. He makes it look so easy when we know it's 

not. I am ever so grateful beyond words for his 

generosity and time.  

After we hitched them.. and stood back as he asked 

the "Team" to "Walk On"... Roland and I stood by 

as he went around his barn a few times with tears of 

joy streaming down my face. Then he surprised us 

and said, "Open up the gate!! We're ready to go 

out... hope you can catch up!" And, we were off to 

tread the streets of Norco in the wagon and harness 

we recently bought from our fellow Haflinger 

owners and friends Molly and Randy Rush. Roland 

and I shed tears of joy for about 10 minutes... it felt 

like watching your child walk for the first time. 

And, since we are parents to only animal "babies" it 

was the closest it could get to that amazing joy. 

These are pictures from their 3rd day out-- we went 

over the freeway bridge, up and down off curbs, in 

some tight spots on the trail with obstacles like mail 

boxes, poles and fences.. all along 6th street (the 

main street with lots of noise and cars) in and out of 

parking lots.. and not a single scratch or mishap! 

Leo is beyond amazing to me.. I need not say more. 

I cannot wait to drive them myself! 

 

Looking forward to seeing you at the S&H show. 

 

 

 

http://yubanet.com/regional/Nevada-County-Fairgrounds-Mother-Lode-Horse-Show-Results.php
http://yubanet.com/regional/Nevada-County-Fairgrounds-Mother-Lode-Horse-Show-Results.php
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S&H Board Members 

Jim Kirkpatrick President  

fifthdirection@yahoo.com 

Pat Kirkpatrick Vice President 

fifthdirection@yahoo.com 

Debbie Dutton Secretary  

fandangofarm@earthlink.net 

Kathy Bradigan Treasurer  

MiniWhipBB@aol.com 

Debbie Rice Chair Show Committee 

Tapic525@aol.com 

Debbie Worley, 

Kathy Bradigan 

 

Membership/Sponsorship 

MiniWhipBB@aol.com 

Pat Gesler City Liaison  

jampatsilky@yahoo.com 

Jennifer Wells-

Schmitz 

Hospitality  

drjwellsdc@aol.com 

Evon Owens Points  

rspot@dslextreme.com 

Susan Graham Historian  

dewey92882@gmail.com 

Leslie Smith Advertising  

leslie92555@yahoo.com 

Nancy Burbach Webmaster  

Ken Shaw Editor Newsletter 

kenjshaw@roadrunner.com 

If you have any questions or recommendations feel free 

to contact any of your board members or visit our 

website at http://www.saddlenharness.org/ 

 

Just A Little Brag 
by Trish Demers 

 

I've got to tell you about my small brag. Check out 

the August issue of ñHorse Illustratedò. My horse, 

Cosmo and I are featured in a sidebar article on the 

Hackney Breed. We didn't make the center-fold, 

dang it, but we did get our picture printed! 

A fellow California driver, who many older 

club members may remember, Sandra Surber. 

Sandraôs ponies made the front cover and the 

centerfold!! 

  

Letôs be safe out there! 

S&H Year End Points 

The list below is the current point leaders as of 

the June show. For a complete tally contact Evon 

Owens at rspot@dslextreme.com or call 951-

685-6362. Point spreadsheet will also be 

available at the next show. 

Remember both exhibitor and owner must be 

members prior to being awarded year end points. 

Now letôs get out there, time is running out! 

The high point leaders are: 

1-Halter Mini: Kelly Bransfield,  

    Superstar Toby Keith  

2-Halter Pony: Jennifer Tani, TNT's Poetry in Motion 

3-Halter L. Horse: Dawn Bransfield,  

    I Rock Your Socks 

4-Draft: Sharon Peek, Dick 

5-Mule/Donkey: Roland Schmitz, Spice girl 

6-Color: Kelly Bransfield, Superstar Toby Keith 

7-Non-color: Lori Lee Cornia, Quechol 

8-Gaited: Danell Adams, TMR Rhea 

9-Eng. Pleasure: Heather Neugart, Amigo 

10-Eng. Equitation: Mea Aparicio, Phantom 

11-Eng. Country: Chelsea Kurtz, Gemmy King 

12-Walk Trot: Emily Hayes, Jetz Cute N Sweet 

13-Lead Line: Kate Aparicio, Twinkling Star 

14-Wst Pleasure: Mea Aparicio, J'idy 

15-Wst Equitation: Alexa Tolano,  

      Impressive Trooper 

16-Wst Country: Danell Adams, TMR Rhea 

17-Driving Grn: Roland Schmitz, Wyatt 

18-Driving Bkyd: Roland Schmitz, Wyatt 

19-Driving Mini: Janella Denny, Rusty 

20-Driving Pony: Chuck Turley, Tucker  

21-Driving L. Horse: Roland Schmitz, Wyatt  

22-Driving Draft: Sharon Peek, Dick 

23-Driving H. Horse: Les Ritch, Jane&Rhodie 

24-Driving Mule/Donkey: Kathy Butler, Maggie 

25-Junior to Drive: Chelsea Kurtz, Gemmy King 

26-Driving Multiples: Les Ritch, Jane&Rhodie 

27-Driving Stock: Karen Poly, Desert Rain 

28-Driving Pleasure: Bill Johnson, Chrome 

29-ReinsManship Jr.: Chelsea Kurtz, Gemmy King 

30-ReinsManship At: Karen Poly, Desert Rain  

31-Gamblers Mini: Ken Shaw, ENE Carnival 

32-Gamblers Pony: Kathy Butler, Maggie 

33-Gamblers Horse: Jennifer Schmitz, Malachi My  

34-Cones Mini: Ken Shaw, ENE Carnival 

35-Cones Pony: Molly Rush, Sebastian & Gus 

36-Cones Horse: Jennifer Schmitz, Malachi My 
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