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HOOF IN MOUTH GAZETTE

Saddle & Harness Association, Inc., Norco, CA

Editor’s Message

I want to thank the Saddle and Harness membership for
making 2008 a Great Year! Show attendance was
significantly higher than in previous years. The number
of first time members also increased and the club
membership and participation continued to exhibit the
wide range of breeds and disciplines that our club has
become known for. | also want to personally thank our
membership for welcoming our new members and our
new members for the diversity and spirit that they bring
to our club.

Now let’s make 2009 the Best Year Ever!! Let’s all
continue to spread the news of what a great club we have
to our friends and neighbors. Our club offers a friendly,
family oriented learning environment for the novice and
intermediate participants and a challenge or training
opportunity to the more experienced participants and all
this at very reasonable costs.

S&H shows are low-key fun shows! Ribbons are
awarded for each class and year end awards are based on
accumulated points. So if you think your turnout is not
up to snuff, or if your horse just is not a speed demon,
try the classes anyway. You might surprise yourself!
Don't worry if you have never shown before — now is the
time. If you have friends or neighbors that have not
participated in a horse show before or have not shown in
a long time. Let them know that they are welcome at
Saddle and Harness.

Corena, Grace, and Murphy getting ready for another
exciting year at Saddle and Harness.

Saddle and Harness
2008 Year End Awards Banquet

Saturday February 7th, 2009, 10 a.m.

Tickets must be PRE-PAID
See order form included with this newsletter.

See you there!

*kkhkhkk

Mark Your Calendars!

S&H 2009 Show Dates
February 22
March 29
May 31
June 28
July 26
September 13
October 25
It’s time to renew your membership.
Membership and Sponsorship forms are available
at:
http://saddlenharness.org/forms/membership.pdf

*kkkikkk

Monthly Board meeting
January 8th, 7 to 9 pm.
Norco Fire Department
(Corner of Sixth Street and Hillside)
Please plan to attend (no food or drink).
Minutes of the meetings are posted on the website.


http://saddlenharness.org/forms/membership.pdf
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Horsetown Parade of Lights

The lights were shining as brightly at the annual holiday
Norco Parade of Lights and Saddle and Harness did it
again with a first place in the Horse Driving Division
and a third place for Outstanding Light Display.

This year Janella Denney, Sharon Peek, Jennifer and
Roland Schmitz, Jordan Coley and | carried the banner
for Saddle and Harness. Jennifer and Roland drove their
Haflinger with their glittering light covered cart. The rest
of us were escorted by our diminutive long eared equine.

There were many other Saddle and Harness members
who took home trophies on their own behalf.

S&H members Kathy Clark, Trish Nelson, and Carol
Pedersen took home an award for their beautifully
decorated mini carts and veteran parading miniature
horses. This group has won a multitude of awards
parading across the state.

Evon Owen also took home awards for her great looking
mules and glittering wagon.

As usual there were many other S&H members in the
parade representing other clubs or escorting city officials
or celebrities.

S&H Members in Rose Parade

Of special note this year, S&H members Jena Bengston,
Marsha Carey, and Barbara Knutson rode with the Shire
Riders club in the Parade of Lights winnings first place
in Adult group Category. They followed this up with an
appearance in the Tournament of Roses parade in
Pasadena. If you were watching the parade on New
Year’s Day you saw eight magnificent Shires and their
riders, most from Norco and neighboring cities, bringing
up the rear of the nationally televised parade.

This appearance was a first for the Shire Riders Club and

was quite an accomplishment considering that many
equines groups were dropped from this year’s shortened
parade as the organizers had to trim the parade time to
two hours to meet television network requirements. The
Shires definitely stood out among the Quarter Horses,
Friesians, Paso Finos, Saddlebreds, and Miniature
Donkeys featured in this year’s parade.

In an article on the Shires Rider Club, Julia Glick of the
Press Enterprise reported:

"1 hope the audience comes to appreciate the Shires as much
as we do, and they'll want to help save and promote the
breed,” said Barbara Knutson.

The breed descends from the "Great Horse" of medieval
England, an animal hefty and agile enough to carry battling
knights and their hundreds of pounds of armor. Over time,
Shires were bred to pull carts and plows in the rural English
shires that gave the horse its name.

Currently, there are fewer than 10,000 Shires worldwide,
according to The American Livestock Breeds Conservancy.
The nonprofit organization placed Shires on its 2008
conservation watch list.

Although they can weigh almost twice as much as a quarter
horse and are among the tallest horses in the world, Shires are
"gentle giants," said Marsha Carey.

His owner, Jena Bengtson trained Big John to kneel on soft
ground. That way Bengtson can climb atop his back, which is
6 feet, 4 inches from the ground. Other times she uses stools,
car bumpers or fence posts to boost herself up, Bengtson said.

Although he is not a Shire, Big John's best friend, joined in the
parade. Nemo, a golden Haflinger pony, always rides at Big
John's side and thinks he is just as big, Carey said.

For more information on Shires and the Shire Riders see
http://theshireriders.com

Concerning the Tournament of Roses parade our
members might also know another San Diego based
women’s group that appeared in the parade the Victorian
Roses equestrian group. The group is an offshoot of the
Winchester Widows. For more info see
http://www.victorianroses.org



http://theshireriders.com/
http://www.victorianroses.org/
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When it Snows in California

You never know what a crazy Californian is going to do
when they see a pile of white stuff. Here is what S&H
member Trish Demers did.

OK, I DID IT!! I've wanted to do this for years since |
heard about it. So, with a little tweaking, | went SKI
JORING. That is skiing behind a horse. OK, so | sat on
the sled instead of ski, only because | didn't want to
wreak my good snow skis and don't have a pair of
'spring’ skis that can get rock gouges, and getting towed
on a snowboard isn't easy to say the least.

As most of you heard, the Antelope Valley was cut off
from civilization overnight, and as of 1PM today, the 14
freeway was still closed to traffic. We got about 6-8" of
snow. BIG fluffy snow it snowed for 11 hours straight!
The snow quickly turned to slush and MUD. But the
snow was AWESOME!!!

So, | hitched up my old horse Kyle first and went around
the arena, but it was getting too muddy. So, then we
went down the driveway and into the field next door.
Whoooo Hooo! Poor Kyle was pooped out. | then went
and got Muffin my pony and tried her out in the field.
She was more forward and willing to trot for miles!! |
was laughing so hard, the neighbors came out to watch.
Then THEY wanted to try it. So, | hooked them up and
ground drove the pony and ran along side. OK, so |
HATE running, and | was POOPED...

I then went 1/2 mile away to the BIG field and went
FAST with the pony. | was doing ‘crack the whip' on the
sled- what a blast! The trick is to have a belt with a rope
and quick release tied to a 'single tree' and trace
extenders

Carpe Diem Farm Hackney Horse and Sport equines,
Lancaster, CA http://carpediemfarm.wordpress.com
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Let’s be safe out there!

Bad News

S&H President, Jim Kirkpatrick was admitted to Kaiser
Hospital on Monday, December 15" for congenital heart
failure which turned out to be a heart attack. Very
strange as he had no pain and no apparent signs just
couldn't breathe and started coughing.

He was transported to Fontana on Thursday for an
angiogram. He was then moved back to Riverside to
wait for a bed at St. Bernardine Medical Center in San
Bernardino to have triple by-pass surgery. Arteries were
90% blocked. Surgery was scheduled for December
26th.

Good News

Jim is Home! He is tired and on the weak side but all
considering he is doing very well. The surgery went very
well. All is repaired. Pat Gesler reports that “Our prayers
were answered, he was kept safe. Thank you to all your
prayers and good wishes for him.”

I would like to thank Pat for keeping us all update to
date on Jim’s condition. A good friend in time of need is
a Great Gift.

California Haflingers Apply for 2010
Rose Parade. By Jennifer Schmitz

Hello Fellow Saddle and Harness members and
Haflinger Owners! The California Haflingers, a Saddle
and Harness Association sponsor, has decided to submit
an application for the 2010 Rose Parade. The
organization is currently soliciting applications for
participants. | am in charge of organizing the southern
California Haflingers and in charge, if we are accepted,
of organizing the required demonstration to be
performed a few nights before the parade at the Los
Angeles Equestrian Center.

Applications for participation are due no later than May
15, 2009. You must submit an application, which we can
e-mail you, and attach pictures of our horses and riders
in costume. The club has decided on Austrian dirndle
dresses (for the women) and Lederhosen (for the men).
There are a lot of dirndls for sale on eBay. You can drive
or ride your horse. The application will be submitted
through the Western Haflinger Association; therefore,
you must be a member at the time of the parade. If
interested contact: Jennifer Schmitz at
DrJWellsDC@aol.com or Victoria DaRoza at
vrdaroza@astound.net

Hope you can join us!


http://carpediemfarm.wordpress.com/
mailto:DrJWellsDC@aol.com
mailto:vrdaroza@astound.net
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Why do we parade?

One of the many activities that S&H members
participate in with their equines is parading. Parading is
defined as:

e Anorganized public procession on a festive or
ceremonial occasion.
e To behave so as to attract attention; show off.

S&H members have been very successful and have won
many awards for “Showing Off on festive occasions”.
Some may ask why parade? Here are just a few
responses from the many S&H members who have
participated in the parades:

Jennifer Schmitz wrote:

First of all, I have never had the opportunity to own
horses until a few years ago. So, now | am fulfilling my
childhood dreams of having horses and doing everything
I can think of with them, including Western and English
riding, trail riding, carriage driving and parades. Parades
give me such joy for they enable me to express my
artistic and creative side, when it comes to our outfits or
decorating the carriages or the horses down to the
ribbons in their hair or antlers and hats on their heads. |
am all about the "little details", which bring me such joy
when they are appreciated by others. As we were
parading this year | heard comments like, "Look at his
antlers!" "What a pretty horse!" "What kind of horse is
that??" "Cool hat!" "Nice lights!!" and always followed
by lots of clapping, whistling and shouts of "Well
done!!"

Parading also gives me the opportunity to participate
in an event with my husband as well as support the
festive occasions of our community which I have come
to love and adore the last few years since | moved here. |
think it is so important to participate in my community
and give back-- whether it simply brings a smile to
someone's face or may make a difference in their lives.
Parades bring such joy to those who watch them. Some
are old, some are young, some are disabled, some come
from communities where they cannot have horses and
some cannot afford them, which was my circumstance
growing up. So, it is my small way of being unique,
creative and giving back.

And, we would like to participate with the California
Haflingers and apply for the 2010 Rose Parade which
would showcase our unique and adorable horses for the
world to see. So, practicing driving or riding in parades
is a fabulous opportunity to push your horse into
experiencing many things: lights, decorations, noises,

and circumstances that he or she wouldn't normally
be exposed to and learn to behave in those
circumstances. It also teaches us how to better
manage our horses in extreme circumstances. | have
learned something in every parade. So, since this is
new to me and all our horses, we make sure if we are
in town to participate and challenge ourselves and
our horses. This was the first time it has been
ultimate weather for the lighted parade. The last 3
years it has been very windy and cold. So, this year
was so much more fun and comfortable.

Here's a question or concern you may have: Am |
scared? Well, yes, at times. But, | do not let that stop
me. | make sure | am using safe equipment and
always have a helper and a back up plan. And, | have
found that when it is all over with, | am pleased as to
how it all turned out. Especially when we win
awards! So, winning 1st in Horse Driving Division
and 3rd in Outstanding Light Display this year on
behalf of our club was a joyous accomplishment for
us as | am sure to those who participated with us. So,
I urge you all too schedule time to participate and
support our club in parades and expose your creative
sides to decorating your carriages and horses for
those events! Is it work? Yes. But, IT'S FUN!

Cheryl Palladino wrote:

The reason my family and | like to do the parades is
we have a lot of fun, decorating the carriages and
dressing up in the theme of the parade. | have a large
family and this way we all can do this together as a
FAMILY AFFAIR. It is also a great way to

show off our club spirit. The ponies enjoy it as well.

Ken Shaw wrote:

Parading gives me an opportunity to share something
that we like to do with my grand children and family.
The family loves to come up with ideas for the
decorations as | guide the safety aspects. I also like to
promote the breed and animals that | love. My
equines also like the attention and a chance to get out
and see the world.

It’s fun to show off, get all dressed up with the cart
decked out. When you show in the ring you are only
in the ring for a short time. All that work for only a
few minutes. In a parade you can show off for an
hour or more with no pressure to perform.

I also like the way the people enjoy the show. | enjoy
interacting with the crowd and the applause. |
especially enjoy the smiles on the KID’S FACES
and when T heard “peauefio burrito”.
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Your 2009 S&H Board Members

Member participation is very important to the club. This
is your club and you have a voice in who represents the
club and who is directing the future of the club.

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to all of
our 2008 Board members and Directors. Without these

people who generously contribute their time and talents
on our behalf there would be no club. 1 would also like

to thank all of the individuals who have volunteered to

continue their service to the club and the new nominees
who have stepped up to support the club in 2009.

Three cheers for
Those who did and those who will!

S&H Board Members

Jim Kirkpatrick President
fifthdirection@yahoo.com

Vice President
fifthdirection@yahoo.com

Pat Kirkpatrick

Debbie Dutton Secretary
fandangofarm@earthlink.net

Kathy Bradigan

Treasurer
MiniWhipBB@aol.com

Debbie Rice

Chair Show Committee
Tapic525@aol.com

Debbie Worley,

Membership/Sponsorship

Holly Sellen, Hollylees@aol.com

Heather Paltza

Pat Gesler City Liaison
jampatsilky@yahoo.com

Jennifer Wells- Hospitality

Schmitz drjwellsdc@aol.com

Evon Owens Points

rspot@dslextreme.com

Susan Graham

Historian
dewey92882@gmail.com

Leslie Smith Advertising
leslie92555@yahoo.com

Nancy Burbach Webmaster

Ken Shaw Editor Newsletter

kenjshaw@roadrunner.com

If you have any questions or recommendations feel free
to contact any of your board members or visit our

website at http://www.saddlenharness.org/

Rule Changes for 2009

The complete 2009 Rules will be posted to the Club
website soon. Unfortunately in an effort to reduce the
length of the shows to fit the 8 hour time limit imposed
by the city and still accommodate our growing number
of participants the board has chosen to drop the Double
Jeopardy class for this year.

Question: to Blanket or Not?

Horses readily adapt to cold weather. Cold temperature
in itself is not generally a problem for a horse if he's had
a chance to grow a winter coat as fall temperatures drop.
The timing of the hair growth is primarily a function of
the increase or decrease in the amount of day light and
not the weather. Cold wind causes horses the greatest
discomfort and rapidly saps their energy. In windy areas,
horses need some type of shelter to protect against the
wind chill that can steal body heat.

A horses natural "comfort zone" (energy-neutral
temperature zone, in which they don't need to expend
extra energy to maintain normal body temperature if
weather is not wet or windy) is from about 15 to 60
degrees Fahrenheit. The horse's body is better at creating
and conserving heat in cold weather than dissipating it in
hot weather.

A normal winter hair coat is much more insulating than
most horse blankets. Blanketing can actually make a
horse colder as it flattens out the hair and destroys the
natural insulating effect. In general a horse with
adequate shelter will not require blanketing. Blanketing
may be necessary, however, for a clipped horse, or for
one that has been relocated without a chance to
acclimate. If a horse becomes so wet or cold he has to
shiver to maintain body temperature he should be
indoors or properly blanketed.

If you chose to blanket you should also make sure your
horse does not become overheated. Sweating is the most
obvious sign that a horse is overheated, and a blanketed
horse sweats first beneath the material, then along the
neck and behind the ears.

Above information from the following sources:

How Horses Cope With Cold, Heather Smith Thomas
http://www.saddleshop.com/sentinel/articles/coldhorses.htm

Horse Blanketing Questions and Answers (December
2001 issue of EQUUS magazine), Joanne Meszoly
http://www.equisearch.com/



mailto:dewey92882@gmail.com
http://www.saddlenharness.org/
http://www.saddleshop.com/sentinel/articles/coldhorses.htm
http://www.equisearch.com/

Hear Yee!l Hear Yeel

Saddle and Harness Association
2008 Year End Awards Banguet

Saturday February 7th, 2009, 10:00 a.m.

Held at;

The Norconian Club Lake Norconian Conference Center
2300 Fifth Street, Norco CA

Ticket Prices:
$16.00 each adult
$14.00 each child (12 and Under)

** Tickets must be PRE-PAID by 1/17/09**
Send your ticket money and information to:
Jennifer Wells-Schmitz, 160 Rawhide Court, Norco, CA 92860
Make checks out to: Saddle and Harness Association
For guestions or information contact: Jennifer Wells-Schmitz at DrJWellsDC@aol.com

Please bring a wrapped auction gift to the Banquet to raise funds for the following year.
For donations of goods or services for the silent auction, please contact Jennifer.

2008 Saddle and Harness Year End Awards Banquet
Saturday, February 7', 2009

Tickets: $16.00 for each adult No. of adults x $16.00 =
$14.00 for each child No. of children X $14.00 =
TOTAL=$%

*** Please fill in this form and send your ticket money to:
Jennifer Wells-Schmitz 160 Rawhide Ct., Norco, CA 92860

The Norconian must have an event attendance list in advance for all guests in order to have entry onto the grounds!

Required Information:
Number of and full name(s) of each guest and child, your address and phone number

Name(s) of each quest:

Address:

Phone Number:
*** Please make your checks to Saddle and Harness Association. THANKS! ****

Important: the banquet is at a military installation and all tickets must be purchased in advance and all

names must be on a list in advance. They will check ID at the gate. If you are NOT on the list you will
not be allowed entry into the facility!! There will be NO LAST MINUTE name additions or changes!
When you send in the form you MUST include ALL names on the form and note whether they are an adult
or a child next to their name(s). Everyone (children excluded) MUST have a picture ID at the gate to be
allowed entry onto the grounds. You will not be allowed to enter without it.



mailto:DrJWellsDC@aol.com
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Friends of the Club and Our Sponsors

Color and Ears

Ranch Barbara Knutson

Outback Donkeys
The Shaw’s

Palladino Family

Unhitched Ranch
Nick & Audry Popoff

Rosemarie Rush

Ritchie Family

Debbie Dutton

Barbara

McCarthy-Kimball Mary Lou Williams

LaDonne Hatley

Danell Adams

Bryan & Leslie

Smith Peek Ranch

Susan & Helen Graham

Corena & Grace Halpin

Debbie Rice Jim Kirkpatrick

Deana Hippe

Gail Gillo

Karen Crawford Bob Wise

Heather, Holly,
Carole and KristyAnn

Dan & Donna
Baughman

Donald & Mary

Aparico Family Kint

Bob Yeoman

EVENTS OF INTEREST

*kkkkik

9th annual Equine Affaire
Fairplex in Pomona, California, Jan 29-Feb 1, 2009

*kk*k

Awards Banquet Reminder
From Jennifer

Just a reminder to get your banquet information filled out and
checks sent in! 1 am looking for items to be donated for the raffle.
The raffle was hugely successful last year and I'd like to do it again

that way every one at the banquet can get a free raffle ticket and
have a chance to win something! If you or anyone you know has
something that is nice that they would like to donate, please let me

know! Thanks! Jennifer DrJWellsDC@aol.com

2009 S&H Show Dates
March 29
June 28
Sept 13

February 22
May 31

July 26
October 25

2009 Show premiums available on line at
htto://lwww.saddlenharness.ora/

THANK YQOU!

Classifieds:

If you need something or have something to sell or
trade email kenjshaw@roadrunner.com for a free
newsletter ad

Dave and Heidi Aparicio have started a new
business producing “Purchase Evaluation
Videos” for people selling horses, Vvisit their new
website http://www.equistudioproductions.com/

NOTICE:

STOLEN Andalusian stallion.........

4 year old medium gray andalusian stallion. No
white markings. Approx. 16h, very calm and
sweet temperament. Long mane in knots. May
have wire scrape on his left side as there was
hair on the cut fence.

Stolen from:
Grey Ladies Andalusians, Nuevo, CA.
Contact: Holly Haynes (951) 351-9998

Possible description of the truck and trailer used:
Truck - White extended cab pick-up, 2 doors
with a large tank in the bed. The tank takes up
most of the bed and is painted white.

Trailer - bumper pull 2 or 3 horse, white with
big dark blue stripes horizontally along the
sides. Appeared to have a large dressing area.


mailto:kenjshaw@roadrunner.com
http://www.equistudioproductions.com/
mailto:DrJWellsDC@aol.com
http://www.saddlenharness.org/

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS!

Stoney Point Ranch
and Riding Center

818-341-1773

Thrifty Horse
New & Used Equipment
Bill & Fran Klovstad

951-280-0294

Custom Silver

Buckles
Randy & Molly Rush

951-283-7103

Sioux Munyon
Insurance
Insurance Services
619-463-2773

My Cow Cattle —

Percherons

Mike & Peggy Coon
805-467-1033
Five Class Sponsor

Julie Picot Horse
Training
619-884-3982

www.juliepicothorsetraining.com

SINGING MT
951-735-3680

Carpe Diem Farm
Trish Demers —
Training & Lessons
661-722-2010
http://carpediemfarm.wordpress.com

California Haflingers

http://californiahaflingers.org/index.htm

Saddle & Harness Association, Inc.

P.O. Box 7862
Norco, CA 92860

Customer Name
Street Address
City, ST ZIP Code

||
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