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HOOF IN MOUTH GAZETTE 

Editorôs Message 

Welcome to the 

2010 Saddle & Harness show season! 
We had a great turn out for the February show 

considering the weather reports. Over 70 equine 

participated in the show and the weather was not as bad 

as predicted, a couple damp moments and a little cold, 

but overall a nice day under our covered arena. The 

participants included many returning members and to 

our delight many new faces and equines. Looks the start 

of another great year. 

Itôs time to renew your membership. If you have not 

already renewed your membership please renew by mail 

or at the next show. Remember your points do not count 

towards end year awards until you are a member. Also 

please consider sponsoring a class or a division or 

recruiting a business or friend to be a sponsor so you can 

get the full benefits of sponsorship and we do not have 

to beg for sponsors at year end.  Membership and 

Sponsorship forms are available at: 

http://saddlenharness.org/forms/membership.pdf 

The club would like to thank our fantastic team of 

volunteers, all of who returned for another year, for their 

continued excellence in putting on our shows. Please 

help them out by being at the gate on time for your 

classes. To all members our staff are volunteers, so 

please be kind! 

Please Pre-enter 

Pre-registering for a show by mail saves you and the 

committee time on show day and saves you money! Pre-

registration is only $6 per class, show day is $7 per 

class.  

If you pre-register and for any reason you can not make 

the show your check will not be cashed and will be 

returned or credited to the next show, your option. 

Pre-registration will be accepted by mail up to three days 

prior to the show. Just send your show premium or a 

listing of the classes you want to participate in to: 

Saddle & Harness Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box 7862 

Norco, CA 92860 

February ,  2010 

Vo lume 1 ,  Issue  6 

Saddle & Harness 

Open Show 

Sunday, March 28th 
Judge: Christina Rousseau 

Cave Creek AZ, Judged 2009 Haflinger Nationals 

Join us and spend some 

quality time with your equine. 

Be there! 
Show premiums and 2010 Rules available on line  

http://saddlenharness.org/forms/ 

(A listing of the new rules is included in this newsletter) 

******  

Support our food vendor;  

Great food at reasonable prices 
Saulôs Kitchen 

******  

 
 

The monthly board/member meetings is 
March 11th, 7 to 9 pm. 

Norco Fire Department 

(Corner of Sixth Street and Hillside) 

Please plan to attend (no food or drink). 

 

http://saddlenharness.org/forms/membership.pdf
http://saddlenharness.org/forms/


 

 

 

 
Jenniferôs Excellent Adventure 
By Jennifer Wells-Schmitz  

(Edited by Ken Shaw from a 21 page email) 

S&H members Jennifer and Roland Schmitz and Karen 

Poly were part of a nine horse, 17 person Halflinger 

contingent that represented the Western Haflinger 

Association in this yearsô Rose Parade. Other drivers 

and riders in the group included Jennifer Rose, Tom and 

Connie Hodgson, Victoria da Roza, Lisa Everett, Sunni 

McCormick and Marjorie Puckett. As with many of us 

being in the ñbigò parade full filled a life long dream for 

several of these participants. 

Rose parade week started with schlepping all our stuff, 

carriage, cart and 3 horses to the LA Equestrian Center 

in Burbank. After unloading everything, we decorated 

stalls in the dark with flashlights. 

Monday afternoon, we practiced for our Equestfest 

performance, which was broadcast on live TV on 

Tuesday. Marjorie Puckett was our coach.  

Monday evening was the Equestrian Dinner at a tent in 

the Rose Bowl parking lot. We enjoyed a wonderful 

meal, great company and incredible music from the 

band.  

The next morning we arrived early to set up our 

Haflinger Booth. Volunteer Liza Rogers setup and ran 

the booth. Karen Poly and volunteers cleaned our 

harness, wagon and carriages for us while we got the 

horses ready for the Equestfest. 

For the Equestfest Roland and I drove the Rose Queen 

and her Court in our wagon. It was such an honor. 

Driving the Queen and her Court was a highlight of our 

experience!  

Our performance turned out nice. But I got so caught up 

in visiting with people that I forgot about my interview 

on live TV! So, I missed it. Oops!! By evening we were 

exhausted, so we showed up early to dinner and left 

early. We could barely keep our eyes open! 

Wednesday and Thursday was a whirlwind. Kathleen, a 

personal friend and florist, had recently moved to 

Missouri and agreed to fly here and donate her time for 

the entire week to design and create our flowers. She 

spent weeks making drawings for all of us and designed 

custom flowers for every entry in our group.  Kathleen 

and her many helpers made flowers all day in the 

parking lot of the LA Equestrian Center. FLOWERS 

ARE A LOT OF WORK!  

Once we arrived on Thursday, we worked frantically to 
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 make our 8:30 p.m. deadline for the staging area, called 

"The Pit". We were about 30 minutes late, but at 9 p.m. 

we all caravanned to the "Pit" on the northern edge of 

the 110 Freeway where it intersects the 210. The 

freeway was partially closed down to accommodate over 

1 mile of equestrian units and vehicles. However, the 

south bound lanes were still open, which was kind of 

scary. We were staged at the very end, so no other 

trailers were north of us... just fast cars entering the 

freeway! 

Thanks to all the volunteers we had a moment to eat and 

rest before the "storm" of things to do overwhelmed us. 

Among the many volunteers were my very special 

friends Cheryl Palladino and Liza Rogers who gave up 

their New Year's to  help us get flowers on carriages, 

tack up and drive all of our vehicles to the disbanding 

area (the end of the parade). We were only allowed 22 

people total--17 were in the parade, so everyone had an 

important role. 

After dinner it was off and running. Carts needed 

flowers; we were literally on our backs on the asphalt for 

hours with a flashlight zip tying flowers and baskets on 

carriages. We finished up the carts at about 2:30 a.m. 

Amy (my sister) and Kathleen stood by our only light 

source (a propane lantern, the freeway light burned out) 

and finished making corsages and personal flowers, they 

finished at about 4:30 a.m. 

I think I sat for less than 25 minutes after dinner. The 

rest of the time was helping with the flowers, grooming 

horses, polishing hooves, and braiding Manny's 3 foot 

mane. I think I had about $50 of hair product in my 

horsesô hair! Karen Poly and I put red roses at every 

braid, then went around the trailer to check on Malachi, 

when we got back Manny had shaken them all out! A 

dozen red roses-- oh well. They warned us at about 4:30 

a.m. to get ready. Our departure time was 6 a.m. sharp!! 

I got dressed, unfortunately in my little cotton dirndl! I 

was FREEZING!  

At 5 a.m. the second chair of the Equestrian Unit of the 

Rose Parade, Justine Giles, came to say "Hello!ò She 

complimented me on our flowers and turnout, saying 

that the flowers were "Rose Float" quality and that she 

expected nothing less than first class from me and that is 

what I delivered, which made me feel good and made all 

the hard work seem worthwhile.  

At 5:45 a.m. I tried hitching, but someone reminded me 

we forgot our back saddle flowers--so Cheryl Palladino 

and I frantically zip tied flowers in the dark and hitched 

Malachi. Unfortunately, in the process he stepped on my 

foot with his hoof, which had barium screws on the 
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bottom! It cut through my shoe and my toe. I could not 

feel my toes until later that night. We threw whatever we 

could into our carriage and left with no time to spare as 

the scooter that came to get us was driving in circles 

honking! It was a long jaunt to the secondary staging 

area about 1/2 a mile. My sister caught up with us with 

the flowers that people forgot to take with them, flowers 

for their hats and jackets and corsages.  

The sun came up as we left. It was bitter cold out 

though. We saw the Goodyear blimp over head and 

heard bands in the distance. We headed to our side street 

staging area next to the Wells Fargo team, Victorian 

Ladies, and the Miramar Saddlebreds. Everyone finished 

up the last minute flowers and then we just had to wait! 

It was almost 2 hours of waiting in the cold.  

We were then escorted onto Waverly Ave. which 

intersects Orange Grove at the Tournament of Roses 

House. There Justin Giles greeted me and wished us a 

wonderful parade and asked to take a picture with us. It 

was quite an honor!  

We were then led into the parade with the huge Bulldog 

float behind us and the screams of the parade watchers 

as the little bulldogs would come down the slope! That 

was the scariest time of the parade! WE then came up to 

the massive bleachers with huge lights shining on us for 

the cameras and the band was led into the space before 

us they were LOUD.  

After a few blocks we came up to TV corner, we turned 

right and then we smiled and waved, making sure to 

wave with our left arms because they don't want arm pits 

in the cameras! It was so overwhelming! There is 

nothing like it. 

The rest of the parade we waved and smiled the entire 

time, even when we stopped for 15 minutes due to a 

float issue. That was when the jets flew over. Karen Poly 

drove Malachi the second  half of the parade. It gave me 

a chance to see the other parade participants enjoy the 

experience.  

 

 

Sunni McCormick rode Manny, in a dressage saddle and 

dressage outfit. It was her first time sitting in an English 

dressage saddle and using a double bridle. You would 

have never known. 

 

Once at the disbanding area, we unhitched and ate. We 

were all given In-N-Out tickets for lunch. We were all 

exhausted. I could barely stand up and think. I kept 

getting phone calls and text messages. It was all very 
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overwhelming. We had to go back to the Equestrian 

Center to get the rest of our belongings and trucks.  

Fortunately our volunteers had left earlier and  took all 

our ñstuffò and carriages home for us . Roland and I kept 

falling asleep on the freeway going home. That was 

scary and NOT GOOD.  

When I got home I dropped my diamond earring in the 

sink? As Roland was getting the tools to fish it out, I fell 

asleep in the tub. I think I slept for 14 or 15 hours. It 

took more than a week to recover. 

So, the question is this? Would I do it again?? The 

answer is "yes".  So, for all the team players and 

volunteers, I say THANK YOU! For without all of you--

this dream on our "bucket list" would not have come 

true!  

 
On a sad note, Kathleenôs grandfather was admitted to 

the hospital while she was helping us at the parade. He 

passed away 11 days into 2010. My heart goes out to her 

and her family. She has my sincere gratitude forever for 

making such memorable "Rose Float" quality flowers for 

all us. She is truly "A Cut Above the Rest!" 

More S&H Members in the Rose 

Parade 
Jennifer did not hog the whole parade.  Of the 23 

Equestrian units in the parade three featured S&H 

members. There were probably others from the club, 

maybe the Shire Riders or others, who have not spoke 

up. 

Evon Owens and Frankie made the club proud 

participating as part of the Calizona Appaloosa Horse 

Club contingent in full Native American dress. Thatôs 

our Evon riding Frankie in the middle behind the leopard 

Appaloosa (chief).  

 

Evon wrote: 
This is a experience that no one should miss. The 

Rose parade is a very well run operation, time set for 

staging, lining up and with three vets on site  we did 

not have to worry about our horses. Volunteers were 

everywhere and there was an escape route for horses 

who couldn't handle it. But the best part was the 

crowd, what noise they could make. We were greeted 

with returns to our happy new years and screams 

from saying Hello Oregon or Hello Ohio, depending 

upon whether the crowd was wearing green or red.  

What a ball this was from the Equestfest reception 

dinner to the Rose Parade event.  

Pasadena closed the 210 freeway for all equestrians 

to spend the night, check in was 11 p.m.  There 

really wasnôt time for any sleep. After going over the 

route, rules and what we needed to prepare, it was 

after 1 a.m.  Up at 4 to start dressing the horses and 

be under the underpass by 6.40 a.m.  Guided by a 

volunteer on a scooter to the first of the staging areas, 

then up to the final staging area where there was a vet 

for all horses.  

We had a float in front of us and behind us.  The one 

behind us won the animation award, (this was the one 

with the plane barnstorming. The plane went up and 

did flips, which Frankie found entertaining, as he 

twisted his head to watch to go over) . Our starting 

time was 8:42 a.m., I think it was on time, ending at 

10:45 a.m. 

We had a group of 10 and all are ready to return next 

year. All dress in the heritage of the appaloosa horse. 

Most of the outfits have won national or world 

championship titles, all on spotted appaloosa. 

It was a thrill to watch friends arrive back at the end. 

I believe all had a good time under a beautiful 74 

degree day and a clear view of the mountains. I made 

a lot of new friends. 



Hoof in Mouth Gazette                                                                                                   Page 5 

And More S&H Members in the 

Rose Parade 
Danell Adams a former vice president of the Saddle and 

Harness Club was the team Marshal for the 2010 

Peruvian Paso Rose Parade group.  Danell shows her 

Peruvians at our shows each year and has also ridden in 

our local parade. Her Peruvian Club also performed at 

Fiesta of the Spanish Horse as well as Equestfest. 

Her team consisted of 13 riders adorned in the traditional 

Peruvian tack and ponchos, which she often wears in our 

gaited class. Most of these parade horses have also 

performed in the show ring and are champions both at 

the local and national level. The President of this club is 

Debbie Dutton who is also our club secretary and show 

manager. Kudos to everyone for their efforts and 

performance in front of a world audience 

 

The Southern California Peruvian Paso Horse Club 

on Colorado Blvd for the Rose Parade! 

 

********  

Saddle and Harness  

2009 Year End Awards Banquet 
If you missed the Saddle & Harness year end awards 

banquet you missed a good time with a great bunch of 

people. This year saw a record breaking attendance with 

over 100 S&H members, family, and friends joining to 

celebrate the hard work and accomplishments of our 

class and division winners. 

Our very active hospitality chairperson Jennifer Wells-

Schmitz rushed home from her excellent Rose Parade 

adventure to coordinate our Awards Banquet. This year 

Jennifer and Roland , Janella Denny, Evon Owens, 

Debbie Worley, Molly Rush and many other ladies and 

gentlemen that I am forgetting helped out  in 

delivering a top notch event that was enjoyed by all.  

Boy did they deliver;  

V Great location, this year the banquet was held at 

the very nice Villa Amalfi Restaurant at Hidden 

Valley Golf Club (which the group decorated in 

club colors). 

V Great food and plenty of it. 

V Great awards, year end awards this year included 

very nice embroidered jackets that I am sure that 

you will all be seeing being worn by their proud 

owners. Other awards included embroidered 

chairs, silver buckles, and some very fancy 

championship ribbons in award cases.  Thanks to 

Janella and Jennifer who very early in the year 

asked the membership what kind of awards they 

wanted and then made sure that the board 

delivered. 

V A lot of FUN! I am sure everyone had a great 

time sharing and laughing with and at each other. 

The raffle was the best ever and many went home 

with something to show for their dollar (or two). 

We sold out of raffle tickets (wonôt happen next 

year). The raffle included many equine and non-

equine prizes (a lot of good stuff). There were 

also many gift certificates from local stores and 

vendors, including $50 dollar dinner & movie 

certificates (50 to 1 not a bad return). 

As usual I think it was the kids that had the most fun. 

They are all winners and received an award. 

 

Thank You to All our sponsors  

Who make the Year End Awards possible. 

Thank You to All those who helped  

Make the Year End Awards such a special event. 
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Your 2010 S&H Board Members 

S&H Board Members 

Jim Kirkpatrick President  

fifthdirection@yahoo.com 

Pat Kirkpatrick Vice President 

fifthdirection@yahoo.com 

Debbie Dutton Secretary  

fandangofarm@earthlink.net 

Melinda Wright Treasurer  

mwright0011@charter.net 

Debbie Rice Chair Show Committee 

Tapic525@aol.com 

Debbie Worley 

 

Membership/Sponsorship 

Pat Gesler City Liaison  

jampatsilky@yahoo.com 

Jennifer Wells-

Schmitz 

Hospitality  

drjwellsdc@aol.com 

Evon Owens Points  

rspot@dslextreme.com 

Susan Graham Historian  

dewey92882@gmail.com 

Leslie Smith Advertising  

leslie92555@yahoo.com 

Nancy Burbach Webmaster  

Ken Shaw Editor Newsletter 

kenjshaw@roadrunner.com 

If you have any questions or recommendations feel free 

to contact any of your board members or visit our 

website at http://www.saddlenharness.org/ 

Rule Changes for 2010 

Our club is growing and the level of experience of both 

our human and equine members has become quite 

diverse. To ensure the safety and enjoyment of all our 

members the board has adopted some rule changes for 

the 2010 show season. These rules are effective 

immediately and will be enforced. 

The Saddle & Harness 2010 rules are available on-line at 

http://saddlenharness.org/content/Rules_2010.pdf the 

rules will also be available from the show staff at any 

Saddle & Harness show. A summary of the new rules 

follows. 

New Rules for 2010 Show Season 

V A junior driver must be seated in a manner 

where their feet touch the floor (or an 

appropriate block) such that they can brace 

themselves. If a junior driver is not in 

compliance with this rule they will excused from 

the ring. This is a matter of safety. 

 

V All chains, poles, or single trees must be covered 

or wrapped on any vehicle that would make 

excessive noise as to create an unsafe 

environment in the ring and a potential hazard to 

others participants. The rule is to ensure the 

safety of all participants. If the show committee 

or judge determines a vehicle to be excessively 

noisy the participant will be denied access or 

excused from the ring. (Vet wrap will be 

available from the show staff if you have come 

unprepared.) 

 

V The club reserves the right to disallow a vehicle 

that is deemed inappropriate for pleasure 

driving. (i.e. Cinderella carriage, Stage Coach) 

or any vehicle that would create an unsafe 
environment in the ring. The rule is to ensure the 

safety of all participants. If the show committee 

or judge determines a vehicle to be inappropriate 

or unsafe the participant will be denied access or 

excused from the ring. If you are unsure of your 

vehicle please consult the show committee prior 

to the show or class. (If your vehicle is 

considered inappropriate and you still wish to 

compete, please contact the show staff, an 

alternate vehicle may be available.) 

 

V Running, cantering or galloping an equine while 

hitched to a cart is not allowed on the event 

grounds. 

 

V Multiples classes are limited to Pairs and 

Tandems ONLY. 

 

V Reminder - Properly fitted and secured 

SEI/ASTM certified helmets are strongly 

recommended in all riding and driving classes 

and is mandatory for those 17 & under 

whenever mounted or in an equine drawn 

vehicle anywhere on the show or event grounds.  

Letôs be safe out there! 

If the world was truly a rational place,  
men would ri de sidesaddle.  ~Rita Mae Brown  

  

 

 

http://www.saddlenharness.org/
http://saddlenharness.org/content/Rules_2010.pdf


 

Friends of the Club and Our Sponsors 

 Karen Crawford 
John & Janniece 

MacDonald 

Outback Donkeys 

The Shawôs 

Wise Choice Stables 

Bob Wise  
Nicolo Family 

Corena & Grace  

Halpin 

Susan & Helen  

Graham 

Jim & Pat 

 Kirkpatrick 

Triple Crown 

Haflingers 
Debbie Dutton 

Evon Owens 
Two Ass Ranch 

Dave & Janella 

Peek Ranch 

Mike & Sharon 

Bill & Debbie 

Strickland 

Barbara 

 McCarthy-Kimball 

Bryan & Leslie  

Smith 
Danell Adams Ritchie Family 

Gatlin Technical 

Service  

661-588-9924 
Debbie Rice 

Painted Skies 

 Ranch 
paintedskiesranch.com 

Holden Shires Singing M.T. Pat Gesler 
Rancho Jalisco  

Tom Sofra 

Gary & Dixie 

Leeling 

Gary Kellyan 

DDS 

Giddyap Girls 

Biscuit Company 
www.giddyap.com 

Corinne Dekker 
Dr. Jennifer Schmitz 

D.C. 
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Classifieds:  
If you need something or have something to 

sell or trade email for a free newsletter ad 

Contact: kenjshaw@roadrunner.com   

Photos from the February show are 

now available from: 

Photography by Terrie  

Phone 714-693-0423 

Email: gtmutts@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.photographybyterrie 

A few of our members and sponsors: 

Purchase Evaluation Videos from Dave 

and Heidi Aparicio visit their website 

http://www.equistudioproductions.com/ 

Custom designed buckles and bridle 

silver from Mollyôs Custom Silver 

http://www.mollyscustomsilver.com/ 

Giddyap Girls Biscuit Company - 

Naturally nutritious horse treats 

http://www.giddyap.com/ 

B&D Enterprises - Harness and Driving 

Equipment www.iberianconnection.com 

Events of Interest 
2010 SAN DIEGO PLEASURE DRIVING SHOW 
DATES: Sundays, March 21; April 18; May 16, June 20, 
October 17 
PLACE: Tumbleweed Arena, Willow Rd., Lakeside, CA 
For Info: 619/994-9534 or 619-224-0601 
Email: Sioux@siouxmunyon.com 
TIME: Approx. 9:00 am; classes $4.95 each 

ETI (Equestr ian Trails Inc) Corral #6  
http://www.eticorral6.info/Home_Page.html 
Monthly shows at the Laramore Arena, in the Sky 
Country neighborhood of Mira Loma. 

George Ingalls Equestrian Event Center  
http://www.norco.ca.us/cals/ingallspark.asp 

Western Regional Carriage Driving Events Calendar  
http://www.carriagedrivingessentials.com/calendar.php 

 

S&H 2010 Show Dates 
March 28  May 23  

June 27           July 25  

September 12     October 24 
 


